
Only twenty marriages are recorded between persons of color. Mar-
riage between whites and negroes is contrary to law, and as the pe-
nalty is high to all parties concerned, it rarely takes place.

The whole number of deaths was 2,270, this being a smaller number
than has been reported since 1856, a result attributable partly at least
to the non-prevalence of diseases of the zymotic class. In Bristol
County, however, the zymoses were uncommonly prevalent, rendering
the rate of mortality considerably higher in this than in other parts
of the State. The least mortality was in the months of June and Oc-
tober, and the greatest in August ; in the latter month, diseases of the
bowels prevailing, as in other parts of the country. The mortality
seems to have been comparatively large among the aged, and small
among children—twenty-five per cent only of deaths in Newport
County being of persons under 5 years of age, while in the previous
year it was no less than forty per cent.
We have only space to add that the classification of the causes of

death is, we are convinced, the best, on the whole, that can be adopt-
ed ; it being similar to that recommended by the American Medical
Association, which is a modification ofthat of Dr. Farr. This divides
the causes generally into the zymotic and sporadic, these being again
subdivided.
The report is most complete, showing the evidence of much care

and labor, and affords additional evidence of the advance that has re-

cently been made in this country in this department of statistics.
Diphtheria ; its Nature and Treatment, with an account of the History
of its prevalence in various Countries. By Daniel Denison Slade,
M.D. Being the Dissertation to which the Fiske Fund Prize was
awarded June 11, 1860. 8vo., pp. 85. Philadelphia: Blanchard &
Lea. 1861.
This is a re-print of Dr. Slade's admirable Essay, as it appeared in

the American Journal of the Medical Sciences. It is published at the
express request of the Trustees of the Fiske Fund, " believing that it
contained a full and accurate résumé of what is known concerning a
disease which is now attracting universal attention," and it will be
found to come fully up to the estimate of the Committee.

MedicalReports fromthe Mass.General Hospital.
Prepared By Robert Ware, M.D.

Fibrous Tumor of the Uterus, with Ante-version. (Under the
care of Dr. Minot.)—Anne Q., 30 years, married, entered Sept. 26th,
1860. Confined, with a stillborn child, in January, 1859. General health
good till since a miscarriage, two months since. Began to suffer with
severe pain in back and limbs, preventing her from standing upright ;
these came on in paroxysms, would cease for a time, and then come
on again suddenly, and confine her to her bed. Was free for some time
till 22d inst., since which time has suffered much ; has also attacks of
palpitation and dyspnoea ; costive, poor appetite, and pain across
lower abdomen. Catamenia regular, and now present. Above and
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behind pubes, a little to the right of the median line, is a hard, rather
irregular, roundish tumor, extending downwards to the right side, not
tender ; micturition free. Patient states that this was noticed during
her first pregnancy, and has not altered in size since then. On exami-
nation, per vaginam, the cervix uteri was felt directly behind the
pubes, extending completely across the vagina, the os being directed
backward ; motion of the cervix moved the external tumor. On draw-
ing the cervix forward, by hooking the finger behind, thus remedyingthe anteversion of the uterus, the tumor disappeared. She was or-
dered rest, with a pill of nux vómica and colocynth, occasional opi-
ates, and rapidly improved in general health.
Oct. 3d.—She sat up all day. Examination showed the uterus to

be in the same position as before, and through the rectum a smooth
projection, about the size of a chestnut, was felt, extending from the
fundas of the uterus. She was much benefited by wearing an abdo-
minal supporter, and was discharged, Oct. 17th, "much relieved."

Bright's Disease; Death; Autopsy. (Dr. Minot.)—Gustav. O., 50
years, a chemist, married, a native of Saxony, and resident at Man-
chester, N. II., entered August 3d, 1860. Patient states that his
health has always been good till within two years ; he never had rheu-
matism, and there is no hereditary tendency to cardiac disease. Two
years since, he found that any unusual exertion brought on a palpita-tion of the heart, and this gradually increased till even mental excite-
ment w7ould cause it ; there was no dyspnoea and no oedema. About
two months ago he began to notice that he was unable to walk up
stairs without increasing the palpitation and causing some dyspnoea;and, after an attack of " dysentery " four weeks since, oedema of the
feet and ankles appeared, and has continued till now.

On entrance, is still able to walk out of doors, but has considerable
oedema of legs at night ; appetite good ; bowels regular : urine, on
examination, found natural in quantity, high colored, specific gravity
1.016, acid, and containing no albumen; sleeps poorly because of
dyspnoea when lying down ; dulness on percussion at base of rightback, and absence of respiratory murmur below the angle of the rightscapula ; murmur feeble between the angle and spine of the scapulaand normal above the spine, but feeble at the base of the right chestin front ; the action of the heart is feeble, rapid and irregular ; pulse
120; tongue clean. K. Pulv. digitalis, gr. ss. ; colchici semin., gr. i. ;
sodaa bicarb., gr. i. M. In pill three times a day. Apply tincture
of iodine to the right back.
He had more comfortable nights after entrance, with the excep-

tion of copious sweating ; some oedema of the eyelids was noticed on
the 10th, when the pupils were slightly dilated, and the pill w-as omit-
ted. He was ordered, on the 11th, three grains of the iodide of po-tassium with twro drachms of the sweet spirits of nitre, three times in
the day, and six grains of the oxide of zinc were given at night.13th.—Very comfortable ; sweats less ; quantity of urine increased ;
oedema diminished ; has had, for some years, a defect in the vision of
the right eye, caused, as he supposes, by the use of the microscope,and since entrance has been troubled by muscse volitantes in the daytime, and flashes of light at night. His symptoms improved very
rapidly, and he left the Hospital, August 20th, " much relieved."

Soon after leaving the Hospital, his dyspnoea returned ; he grew
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rapidly worse, and re-entered Sept. 6th. The dyspnoea and general
prostration were very marked ; skin cool and damp ; mind clear ;
pulse could not be counted ; abdomen much enlarged, and generally
resonant ; the outline of the liver could be traced nearly to the umbi-
licus ; urine scanty. He drank a bottle of Hock wine in the night,
and got some sleep after an opiate.

Sept. 7th.—His condition is about the same ; substitute brandy for
the wine, give him an enema, and let him have beef-tea for diet.
8th.—Chest extremely resonant, especially at both backs ; respira-

tory murmur everywhere strong ; somewhat delirious during visit ;
dejection from enema. R. Pil. assafœtidœ, gr. iij., every three hours.
R. Spt. ether, nitros., 5'j-, every two hours.
9th.—Has been delirious most of the time, but was quiet and drow-

sy during a part of the night ; no dejection ; urine rather more free ;
pulse very rapid, irregular and feeble ; great palpitation of the heart—
no souffle has been or can be detected ; has taken but little food ; skin
hot; abdomen tympanitic. R. Hydrarg. submur. et pulv. jalap., aa

gr. x. In two hours, R. 01. ricini, 5'j- After the operation of the
medicine, R. Tinct. verat. virid., gtt. vi.
10th.—He slept for an hour and a half this morning, but with that

exception was very delirious and restless ; had one free dejection this
morning ; pulse as yesterday ; skin cool ; no cough ; has taken about
half a pint of beef-tea and the same quantity of brandy. Continue
the pill of assafœtida, and apply a blister four inches square to the
left breast.

11th.—He has been more quiet, and has had several hours sleep ;
pulse as before ;. tongue has a thin, brown, moist coat; respiration
28, and the breath has a peculiar offensive, spirituous odor.
12th.—General condition about the same ; urine very abundant ;

tongue dry and brown ; pulse cannot be counted. He died within
twenty-four hours of the visit.
Autopsy, by Dr. Ellis. Half a pint ofserum was found in the right pleu-

ral cavity, and the lower lobes of both lungs were very oedematous ; the
heart was somewhat hypertrophied ; no valvular disease, except some
yellow opacity of the mitral valve : the liver was fatty, and its external
surface was finely granular : the kidneys were congested, but smooth
externally ; their appearance on section, though not perfectly healthy,
could hardly be said to indicate any particular disease, but, under the
microscope, the tubuli were found to contain much opaque material
and fat globules ; there was a small fibroid growth beneath the mu-

cous membrane of the stomach ; other organs not remarkable. Exa-
mination of the urine showed the presence of bile and a little albu-
men, but no casts of the tubuli were found.

Sciatica—Subcutaneous Injections. (Dr. Minot.)—John H, 49
years, married, a farmer, a native and resident of Ipswich, entered
August 29th, 1860. Patient states that he has no hereditary tendency
to rheumatism, and has never had rheumatic fever, but has suffered
from supposed rheumatic pain. In April he was attacked, without
known cause, with violent pain in the lumbar region, which soon ex-

tended into the hips and thence down the thighs to the knees. This
is at times very severe, and is not regularly intermittent. He is in
the habit of taking opiates. The bowels are costive, but with the excep-
tion of this pain his health is very good ; there is some tenderness on The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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pressure behind the trochanters. ne was ordered " house diet," three
grains of sulphate of quinine were given every three hours, and a
small blister was applied behind each trochanter.
This treatment gave very little relief, and the iodide of potassium,

in the dose of five grains three times a day, was substituted for the
quinine on the 5th.
Sept. 7th.—Three fourths of a drachm of the " solution of the bi-

mcconate of morphia" were injected beneath the skin behind the left
trochanter yesterday ; the operation caused some drowsiness, and was
followed by immediate relief of the pain; this relief has continued,
with some slight remissions ; no constipation.
8th.—The pain has returned with its usual severity ; the injection

was repeated this morning, in the same place.
9th.—He was free from pain during yesterday, but it returned in

the evening and prevented sleep. Omit the iodide. R. Ferri et man-
ganes. carb. sacch., gr. x., three times a day. The treatment by the
injections of morphia was continued till the 17th ; the amount inject-
ed was increased to one drachm of the solution, without causing nar-
cotism ; relief was obtained, but it was not permanent.
17th.—The morphia was injected this morning, and at 8J, P.M., one

fourth of a drachm of a solution of aconite (gr. i. to gi.) was injected
behind the right trochanter ; the pupils were not affected, and he got
no relief till the morphia was used later in the evening.
18th.—Half a drachm of the solution of aconitine was injected at

noon, and again in the evening ; no effect from the first, but relief fol-
lowed the second injection ; the pain returned at 6, A.M., of the 19th,
and was quite severe at the visit of that day (10, A.M.), when one
drachm of the solution of aconitine was injected. Relief was not
obtained ; the morphine was used in the evening, and he had a com-
fortable night. After the 20th, the aconitine was used altogether ; it
appeared to give some relief, and' the largest dose given caused no
affection of the pupils or vision ; it was only used once in twenty-four
hours after the 23d. The patient appeared to be improving slightly,
but left the Hospital without permission, October 1st.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON: THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 1861.

* Cure of Rheumatism by laying on of Hands.—As this method of
treating all sorts of chronic complaints is somewhat in yogue here at
the present time, and is withal somewhat expensive, we propose to
enlighten our readers as to one of its modes of application, hoping
that they may derive some profit therefrom. Our information is de-
rived from the patient himself, who fully appreciates the power of such
" gentle strokes of art." He is a man in very moderate circumstances,
dependent on his daily labor for the support of himself and family, and
for the last four months has been incapacitated for work by subacute
rheumatism, which has been just severe enough to prevent his apply-
ing himself to his usual occupation, without confining him to his bed
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